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This report discloses the drinking water quality for water delivered by the Newberry Water 

and Light Board for the calendar year 2019.  Included in this report are details of the source 

of the water, chemical analysis of the water, and comparison of analytical data of the water 

to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and State of Michigan drinking water 

standards. 

 

Newberry Water & Light Board routinely samples and has analysis conducted for a number 

of chemicals in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws.  All sources of 

drinking water are subject to potential contamination by substances that are naturally 

occurring or man-made.  These substances can include microbes, inorganic or organic 

chemicals and radioactive substances.  All drinking water, including bottled water, may 

reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The 

presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  

As water from precipitation (usually rain or snow) migrates to recharge an aquifer, it can 

accumulate substances or contaminants.  It is important to remember that the presence of 

these constituents does not necessarily pose a health risk. The EPA and State of Michigan 

have established drinking water standards for constituents to evaluate the risk of using 

water for human consumption.  This report and the attached tables contain the comparison 

of analytical results from water delivered by Newberry Water & Light Board to these 

drinking water standards.   

 

Water Supply Source 

 

The water distributed by the Newberry Water & Light Board is pumped from one of three 

wells.  Two of these wells are located off West Victory Avenue (designated well #6 and 

well #7).  The third well is located adjacent to M-123 on the northern limit of the Village of 

Newberry (designated well #4).  The predominant volume of water was pumped from 

wells #6 and well #7.    

 

The State of Michigan performed an assessment of our source water in 2003 to determine 



the susceptibility or the relative potential of contamination.  While no chemical 

constituents have exceeded established health standards, the susceptibility for possible 

contamination was rated as moderately high for well #4. 

 

Water Sampling and Analytical Results 

 

Bacteria 

 

Inadequately treated water may contain disease-causing organisms.  These organisms 

include bacteria, viruses, parasites, which can cause symptoms such as nausea, cramps, 

diarrhea, and associated headaches.  For calendar year 2019, analytical results for all water 

samples indicated results for bacteriological analysis were below detection. 

 

Regulated Constituents 

 

Maximum contaminant levels (MCL’s) are set at by state and federal regulatory agencies as 

stringent levels to protect human health and the environment.  Concentrations below 

MCL’s are deemed as within acceptable risk limits for a described health effect.  With 

respect to drinking water, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water ever day at the 

MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in- a-million chance of having the described health 

effect. 

 

In 2019 water samples were taken at select locations in the water system and sent in for 

analyses.  Analysis was conducted for constituents regulated under the Michigan Safe 

Water Drinking Act.  The analytical results for the measured constituents were determined 

to be within acceptable limits as defined by the Michigan standards. 

 

Copper and Lead 

 

Samples are taken and submitted for analysis for copper and lead every three years.  

Samples taken in 2019 were taken directly from selected residences throughout the water 

distribution system.  Ten (10) samples were taken during the calendar year 2019 and 

submitted for analysis. 

Analytical results from the samples indicate that water distributed is in compliance with the 

U.S. EPA regulation as determined by the 90th percentile evaluation and illustrated in the 



attached table. 

 

Lead in drinking water is rarely the sole cause of lead poisoning, but it can contribute to a 

person’s possible exposure.  It is advised that all potential sources of lead in the household 

should be identified and removed or replaced. 

 

Studies have found that infants and young children are more vulnerable to lead in drinking 

water than the general population.  It is possible that lead levels at your home may be 

higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials used in the plumbing of 

your residence.  If you suspect or are concerned about potential elevated lead levels in your 

water supply as a result of plumbing, you may wish to have your water tested and/or flush 

your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.  Further information is 

available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1(800) 426-4791. 

 

Susceptibility to Chemicals in Drinking Water 

 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general 

population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing 

chemotherapy, persons who have undergone an organ transplant, people with HIV/AIDS or 

other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from 

infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care 

providers.  IPA/CDC guidelines give on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection 

by crypto sporidium and other microbiological contaminants.  More information about 

contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1 (800) 426 - 4791. 

 

Iron Bacteria 

 

In 2003 an issue of iron bacteria was identified in the water distribution system of Newberry 

Water & Light Board.  This iron bacterium poses no health problem to humans however 

the presence of iron bacteria can affect the taste and odor of drinking water.  Newberry 

Water & Light Board performs periodic flushing of the water delivery system to abate the 

iron bacteria and minimize affects to drinking water.  

  

 



The Village of Newberry began a long-term water system project in 2004 spending over 

$2,300,000, and from 2006 through 2009 an additional $1,000,000 on well #6, well #7, and 

adjoining water lines.  Additionally, a water tower overhaul was started in 2011 and was 

completed in 2012.  An additional project was completed in 2016 to replace significant 

portions of the water distribution system at a cost of $5,963,000.00.   

 

On September 28, 2016 the tower was removed from service for cleaning and inspection by 

Utility Services and returned to service on October 1, 2016. 

 

Monthly samples for bacteriological total coliforms were non-detected for the year. 

 

We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our 

community, our way of life and our children’s future. 

 

Please call or visit our office if you have any questions.  Thank you. 

 

David Patterson ID#19350 

Newberry Water & Light Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


